
Spartanburg County 
A Partnership in Early Childhood 

Best Practices for School Readiness 
 

5 Year Old Observation Checklist 

This checklist is intended for children 5 years old.  Areas should be completed with the date 
as a child acquires each skill. If the child has already acquired a skill upon entering the 
classroom, check off the area. Update the checklist twice per year, October and May. 

Child’s Name: ___________________________________ Birth Date: _______________ 

Teacher’s Name(s): ______________________________ Dates Tested: 1 ___________ 

                                  ______________________________                           2 __________ 

Circle word/letter/number or check when skill is attained. 

INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 

1.Names colors—red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple,    __________     __________ 
black, white, brown, gray, pink.      
2. Writes numbers 0 – 20.       __________     __________ 
3. Counts by rote 1 – 100, by ones and tens.     __________     __________ 
4. Counts objects, 1- 20        __________     __________ 
5. Counts forward beginning with a number instead of 1    __________     __________              
6. Compares two written numerals between 1 and 10.    __________     __________ 
7.Works with numbers 1 through 19 to gain foundation for place value.  __________     __________ 
8. Adds whole numbers using up to 10 concrete items.    __________     __________ 
9. Solves addition word problems within 10.     __________     __________ 
10. Subtracts whole numbers using up to 10 concrete items.   __________     __________ 
11. Solves subtraction word problems within 10.     __________     __________ 
12. Finds the number that makes 10 when added to a number 1-9.  __________     __________ 
13. Decomposes numbers less than or equal to 10 into pairs.   __________     __________ 
14. Identifies circle, square, triangle, rectangle, hexagon,   
cube, cylinder, sphere, cone.       __________     __________ 
15. Describes circle, square, triangle, rectangle, hexagon,     
cube, cylinder, sphere, cone.       __________     __________ 
16. Identifies shapes as 2-D (―flat‖) or 3-D (―solid‖).    __________     __________ 
17. Compares 2-D and 3-D shapes using informal language.   __________     __________ 
18. Composes simple shapes to form larger shapes.    __________     __________ 
19. Describes several measurable attributes of a single object using  
length or weight.        __________     __________ 
20. Compares two objects with a measurable attribute in common.  __________     __________ 
21. Says whole name.        __________     __________ 
22. Draws a person or other recognizable objects.    __________     __________ 
23. Names basic body parts.       __________     __________ 
24. Writes own name correctly.       __________     __________ 
25. Says his/her own address.       __________     __________ 
26. Says his/her own phone number.      __________     __________ 
27. Says his/her own birthday.       __________     __________ 
28. Shows hand preference, which is _____left, _____right.   __________     __________ 
29. Identifies left hand and right hand.      __________     __________ 
30. Recognizes difference in sizes – small, large; big, biggest, etc.  __________     __________ 
31. Copies and extends a pattern.      __________     __________ 
32. Understands positional words (behind, beside,  
below, above, next to, in front of)      __________     __________ 



1 
 

 

LITERACY DEVELOPMENT 
1. Identifies beginning, middle, and ending sounds in words.   __________     __________ 
2. Recognizes rhyming words.       __________     __________ 
3. Recalls words to familiar songs.      __________     __________ 
4. Differentiates between sounds that are the same and different.   __________     __________ 
5. Recognizes when words share sounds and repeat the sound.  
(e.g., /b/ as in Bob, ball, baby; /t/ as in Matt, kite, boat).    __________     __________ 
6. Recognizes own name in print.      __________     __________ 
7. Recognizes and names letters in first name.     __________     __________ 
8. Recognizes and names lower case letters— 
 Test 1: a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m   

n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z      __________     __________ 
  

Test 2: a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m   
n  o p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z      __________     __________ 

9. Recognizes and names capital letters— 
 Test 1: A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M   

N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z     __________     __________ 
 Test 2: A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M   

N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z     __________     __________ 
10. Recognizes that words are made up of letters   
(e.g., shown cat, will spell c-a-t).       __________     __________ 
11. Recognizes and ―reads‖ familiar words or environmental print  
(e.g., McDonald’s; STOP on a stop sign).     __________     __________ 
12. Demonstrates an understanding of reading fluency by use  
of phrasing, voice intonation and expression 
during shared reading (e.g., Brown Bear, Brown Bear).    __________     __________ 
13. Understands the meaning of new words from the context  
of conversations, the use of pictures 
that accompany text, or the use of concrete objects.    __________     __________ 
14. Names items in common categories (e.g., animals,   
food, clothing, transportation, etc.).      __________     __________ 
 

CONCEPTS ABOUT PRINT 
1. Understands that print has meaning by demonstrating the functions  
of print through play activities       __________     __________ 
(e.g., orders from a menu in pretend play).     __________     __________ 
2. Holds books right side up.       __________     __________ 
3. Knows that people read pages of a book from front to back,  
top to bottom, and words are read left to right.     __________     __________ 
4. Begins to distinguish print from pictures.     __________     __________ 
5. Begins to visualize, represent, and sequence an understanding  
of text through a variety of media and play.     __________     __________ 
 

READING APPLICATIONS 

1. Uses pictures and illustrations to aid comprehension  
(e.g., talks about picture when sharing a story in a book).    __________     __________ 
2. Retells some information from an informational text  
that has been read aloud.       __________     __________ 
3. Tells the topic of a selection that has been read aloud  
(answer, ―What is the book about?‖).      __________     __________ 
4. Gains text information from pictures, photos, simple charts and labels.  __________     __________ 
5. Identifies characters in favorite books and stories.    __________     __________ 
6. Retells or re-enacts events from a story through a variety of  
media and play events (dramatize a favorite story).    __________     __________ 
7. Demonstrates an understanding of the differences between reality  
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and fantasy (e.g., talking flowers and animals).     __________     __________ 
8. Participates in shared reading of repetitious or predictable text.  __________ __________ 
9. Predicts what might happen next during reading of story.   __________     __________ 
10. Connects information or ideas in text to prior knowledge    __________ __________ 
and experiences (e.g., ―I have a new puppy at home, too.‖).   __________     __________ 
11. Answers literal questions to demonstrate comprehension of  
orally-read age-appropriate texts.      __________     __________ 
12. Responds to oral reading by commenting or questioning  
(e.g., ―That would taste yucky.‖).       __________     __________ 
13. Selects favorite books and poems and participates in shared  
oral reading and discussions.       __________     __________ 
 

WRITING APPLICATIONS 
 
1. Generates ideas for a story or shared writing with assistance.   __________     __________ 
2. Chooses a topic for writing related to shared or personal experiences.  __________     __________ 
3. Begins to demonstrate purpose for writing  
(e.g., making a grocery list, sending a birthday party invitation).   __________     __________ 
4. Dictates or produces ―writing‖ to express thoughts.    __________     __________ 
5. Retells own ―written‖ story.       __________     __________ 
6. Begins to use resources to convey meaning  
words from word walls, labels, books, computers, etc.).    __________     __________ 
7. Shares writing samples, illustrations and dictated stories with others.  __________     __________ 
8. Dictates stories or produces simple stories using  
pictures, mock letters or words.       __________     ________ 
9. Names objects and labels them with assistance from adult cues.  __________     __________ 
10. Plays at writing, moving top to bottom, horizontal rows as the format.  __________     __________ 
11. Dictates words or produces writing approximations for a variety  
of purposes (e.g., menus in a play; a note to a friend).    __________     __________ 
12. Begins to demonstrate letter formation in ―writing.‖ 
13. Scribble writes familiar words with mock letters and  
some actual letters.        __________     __________ 
14. Indicates an awareness that letters cluster as words,  
and words as phrases or sentences by use of spacing,                              
symbols or marks.        __________     __________ 

 
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
1. Shares materials.        __________     __________ 
2. Takes turns.          __________     __________ 
3. Shows respect of other’s property      __________     __________ 
4. Keeps hands to him/herself.       __________     __________ 
5. Listens while others speak.       __________     __________ 
6. Is polite and courteous to other children and adults.    __________     __________ 
7. Helps classmates clean up when playtime is over.    __________     __________ 
8. Cares for bathroom needs by him/herself.     __________     __________ 
9. Puts on own coat, jacket, sweater.      __________     __________ 
10. Tries to zip, snap, and/or button clothing .    __________     __________ 
11. Separates from parents with ease.      __________     __________ 
12. Seeks other children to play with.      __________     __________ 
13. Express anger in words rather than actions.     __________     __________ 
14. Smiles, seems happy much of the time.     __________     __________ 
15. Works and plays cooperatively with other children.    __________     __________ 
16. Seeks help when needed.       __________     __________  
 
WORK HABITS 
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1. Expresses ideas with art materials.      __________     __________ 
2. Participates in and enjoys group singing or games.    __________     __________ 
3. Participates in classroom activities.      __________     __________ 
4. Follows 2-3 step directions.       __________     __________ 
5. Cares for school materials.       __________     __________ 
6. Handles scissors appropriately.      __________     __________ 
7. Holds pencil appropriately.       __________     __________ 
8. Cuts specific shapes.        __________     __________ 
9. Paints and pastes neatly.       __________     __________ 
10. Attempts to color within lines.      __________     __________ 
11. Completes tasks.        __________     __________ 
12. Shows appropriate attention span.      __________     __________ 

 
LARGE MOTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 
1. Runs with control over speed and direction.     __________     __________ 
2. Jumps over obstacles, lands on two feet.     __________     __________ 
3. Climbs up and down climbing equipment with ease.    __________     __________ 
4. Moves body creatively to music.      __________     __________ 
5. Is willing to exercise.        __________     __________ 
6. Jumps on two feet.        __________     __________ 
7. Takes at least 6 hops on one foot.      __________     __________ 
8. Gallops.         __________     __________ 
9. Skips.         __________     __________ 
10. Throws a ball.        __________     __________ 
11. Catches a ball.        __________     __________ 
12. Bounces and catches a ball.       __________     __________ 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
1. Speaks in complete sentences.      __________     __________ 
2. Speaks clearly.        __________     __________ 
3. Takes part in conversations with other children.    __________     __________ 
4. Expresses wants and needs clearly.      __________     __________ 
5. Dictates descriptions of drawings.                                                 __________     __________ 
6. Uses appropriate voice level.       __________     __________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


